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AGENDA
Parks, Recreation and Environmental Commission (PREC)
In-Person / Electronic Meeting

New Brighton City Hall; 803 Old Hwy 8 NW
Upper Level Conference Room

April 6, 6:30 p.m.

e Attend the meeting in Person: Members of the Parks, Recreation and Environmental Commission and members of the
public may attend the meeting in person. Attendees are required to wear masks and comply with social distancing
parameters regardless of vaccination status.

e Watch the meeting electronically: To observe the meeting electronically, visit the City website or tune into CTV Channel
8023 (CenturyLink) or Channel 16 (Comcast).

® Join the meeting electronically: Members of the Parks,Recreation and Environmental Commission may attend the meeting
remotely persuant to MN Statutes 13D.021. If you need to interact with our officials or staff but are not comfortable
attending the meeting in person, please click on the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86807375776?pwd=WnV6NFFsOGZHQ1VoK2lubmZZNms5UT09 to join the meeting
electronically (no app needed) or use your Zoom app to join by entering: Meeting ID: 868 0737 5776 and Passcode:
082910

l. Call to Order

Il. Roll Call
Chair Matt Johnson
Vice-Chair Michael Spooner
Commissioner Pauline Alfors
Commissioner Gary Banks
Commissioner Maren Hawkins

Commissioner Kristin Hicks
Commissioner Abe McEathron
Commissioner Julia O’Rourke
Commissioner Laura Sokol-Kraft
Student Commissioner Zoey Tenenbaum
City Staff Members

N O By Y O O

lll. Approval of Agenda
IV. Approval of the March 2, 2022 Minutes
V. Business Items

A. No Mow May - Jennifer Fink, Director of Parks and Recreation
B. Chair and Vice Chair Appointments — Jennifer Fink, Director of Parks and

* A quorum of the City Council may be present.


https://webstreaming.ctv15.org/regionview.php?regionid=98
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86807375776?pwd=WnV6NFFsOGZHQ1VoK2lubmZZNms5UT09

Recreation
VI. Announcements
A. City Council Report — Emily Dunsworth, City Councilmember
B. PREC Chair Updates — Matt Johnson, Chair
C. Department Happenings and Upcoming Events — City Staff

VIl. Adjournment

* A quorum of the City Council may be present.
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MINUTES
Parks, Recreation and Environmental Commission
March 2, 2022 City Hall
Council Chambers 6:30 p.m.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chair Johnson. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic
this meeting was held virtually.

Roll Call:
Members Present: Commissioners Pauline Alfors, Gary Bank, Kristin Hicks, Amelia Kuiper, Matt
Johnson (Chair), Julia O’Rourke, Lara Sokol-Kraft, and Michael Spooner.

Members Absent: Commissioner Charles Warner.

Also Present: Director Jennifer Fink; Candace Amberg with WSB; and Council Member Emily
Dunsworth.

Approval of Agenda

Motion by Alfors, seconded by Bank to approve the agenda as presented. A roll call vote was
taken. Motion carried 8-0.

Approval of Minutes

Motion by O’Rourke, seconded by Hicks to approve the February 2, 2022 minutes as presented.
A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried 7-0-1 (Chair Johnson abstained).

Business Items

A. Lions Park Splash Pad

Director Fink and shared an update on the site plan for Lions Park and potential concepts
for a splash pad. She reviewed an aerial of Lions Park noting the railroad was planning to
put up a fence for safety purposes and noted this could impact future trails. She discussed
the location of the restroom facilities and noted they would be operational in 2022. It was
noted the adjacent pond would be used for drainage purposes and irrigation within Lions
Park.

Discussion included:
e The Commission asked if the pond within Lions Park was fenced and it was noted the
pond was not fenced, nor would it be fenced going forward.



The group held a discussion on potential engagement opportunities with the public
for this project.

The Commission recommended shade options be considered near the playground
and within the splash pad.

It was noted all options would be ADA accessible.

The different themes that could be chosen for the splash pad were described. The
Commission supported the natural option because it would fit in with the natural
surroundings within the park and would be a unique splash pad for the community.
Staff anticipated the splash pad could be installed late this fall or early next spring.
The Commission requested staff reach out to the public to see what their feedback
would be regarding the splash pad.

B. Totem Pole Park Project

Director Fink shared an update on the Totem Pole Park project. She reported staff would be
applying for a grant for $300,000 for this park. She reviewed the potential site plans for
Totem Pole Park which included an open air picnic shelter with permanent restrooms or a
medium sized neighborhood center. In addition, a playground with seating, full sized
basketball court, Bankshot, four pickleball courts, improved ballfield, paved 8 wide trail
loop, and off-street parking lot and improved accessibility were also being considered for
this park. Staff commented on the preliminary budget for the project and requested
feedback from the Commission.

Discussion included:

The Commission asked if the plan was to tear down the existing building at the park.
Staff noted this was the case.

The benefits of having intergenerational sporting options at this park was discussed.
The Commission recommended staff reconnect with the neighborhood in order to
make them aware of what is coming at Totem Pole Park.

The name of this park was discussed and staff noted a scout in the community
recreated the original totem pole that was onsite.

The Commission asked what the timeline was for this project. Staff indicated the
project would be completed by the fall of 2023.

Motion by Bank, seconded by Sokol-Kraft to recommend the City Council move forward
with the site plan for Totem Pole Park as indicated for application to the MnDNR. A roll call
vote was taken. Motion carried 8-0.

Sunny Square Park Project

Director Fink shared an update on the Sunny Square Park project. She reviewed the
potential site plans for Sunny Square Park which included an open air picnic shelter with
permanent restrooms or a medium sized neighborhood center. In addition, ballfield
improvements, play area, consolidated parking lots, paved 8’ wide trail loop, open lawn
area for informal recreation, a trail connection to Rice creek Regional Trail West, a
monument sign and stormwater improvements were also being considered for this park.
Staff commented on the preliminary budget for the project and requested feedback from
the Commission.



Discussion included:

e The Commission supported this park having an open air shelter versus a
neighborhood center.

e The Commission commented on the value of the bike fixing stations. Staff explained
these were typically located on or near regional trails because they have higher
traffic.

e The Commission appreciated the new design for this park stating it was well thought
out and would have better function.

e The timeline for this project was reviewed with the Commission and it was noted
construction would begin in August of this year with the park being completed later
this year.

D. Commissioner Recognition

Chair Johnson recognized Commissioner Kuiper and Commissioner Warner and thanked
each of them for their dedicated service to PREC.

VI. Announcements

A. City Council Report — Council Member Emily Dunsworth

Councilmember Dunsworth provided the Commission with an update from the City Council.
She reported she was not at the last Council meeting because she was on a much needed
vacation. She thanked Commissioner Kuiper and Commissioner Warner for their service to
the City. She indicated the City Council held Commission interviews at their March 1
worksession meeting and she was pleased to report four students had interviewed for
Commission positions. She noted the City Council was still seeking additional volunteers to
join their Commissions. Those interested were encouraged to apply with the City. She
reported on Saturday, March 5 the Council would be holding a strategic planning session.

B. PREC Chair Updates — Matt Johnson

Chair Johnson reported he presented an annual update from PREC to the City Council
several weeks ago. He explained the City Council sends along their thanks for PREC’s
efforts. He noted the Council also appreciated PREC’s efforts to focus on sustainability,
equity and accessibility.

C. Department Happenings and Upcoming Events — City Staff

Director Fink stated the April PREC meeting will be hybrid, which meant there would be
both virtual and in person options for attendance. She reported the skating season had
come to an end. She reviewed the skating numbers from Hansen and Freedom Parks and
noted there were more than 12,000 skaters this winter. She indicated golf league
registration was now available. She stated summer programs were also filling up. She noted
the mask mandate at all City buildings had been lifted as of March 1. She explained staff
was working to hire summer seasonal workers and conducted a hiring event at Irondale
High School. She discussed a speaking event she took part in at the White Bear Lake High
School. She reported a joint meeting with the EDC was being planned for July.



VIl. Adjournment
Motion by Bank, seconded by Kuiper to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m. A roll call vote was

taken. Motion carried 8-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Fink
Director of Parks and Recreation



Agenda Section: V
NEW s

Report Date: 03/31/22

J B RI G HTO N Commission Meeting Date; 04/06/22

building tomorrow today

ITEM DESCRIPTION: No Mow May

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S APPROVAL: Jennifer Fink, Director of Parks and Recreationw

CITY MANAGER’S APPROVAL:

\Y

No comments to supplement thisreport _~  Comments attached

Recommendations:

History:

Financial Impact:

Summary:

Review and Recommend that the City move forward with implementing a
No Mow May program.

No Mow May is a conservation initiative first popularized by Plantlife, an
organization based in the United Kingdom, but which is gaining traction
across North America. The goal of No Mow May is to allow grass to grow
unmown for the month of May, creating habitat and forage for early
season pollinators. This is particularly important in urban areas where
floral resources are often limited.

None

In 2020, residents of Appleton, Wisconsin, an affiliate of Bee City USA,
became energized about No Mow May and the City Council agreed to
suspend their weed ordinance for the month of May. Over 435 registered
property owners participated in the campaign, and Lawrence University, an
affiliate of Bee Campus USA, partnered with Appleton to conduct research
on the impact of No Mow May on pollinators. Researchers collected data
on the abundance (the number of individuals) and species richness (the
number of species) of flowers and bees found in unmown yards of a subset
of the properties participating in No Mow May. They then compared those
numbers to the abundance and richness of flowers and bees found in
nearby urban parks that are regularly mowed. The findings were
impressive! Not only were the abundance and richness of bees higher in
the yards of properties participating in No Mow May, but they were way
higher. Participating yards had three-times higher bee species richness and
five-times higher bee abundance than nearby parks that had been mowed.
This study was published in 2020 and is available for free download online.



https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/about-us/news/no-mow-may-how-to-get-ten-times-more-bees-on-your-lockdown-lawn

The City would like to encourage residents to participate in No Mow May,
and will be suspended any enforcement of City ordinances regarding the
length of the grass.

The goal would be to create a social media campaign to promote this.

Attachments: = None

? '[ ﬁ L]
Jennifer Fink, CPRP
Director of Parks and Recreation
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ITEM DESCRIPTION: Discussion on Chair and Vice-Chair Positions

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S APPROVAL: Jennifer Fink, Director of Parks and Recreation&@

CITY MANAGER’S APPROVAL: v

No comments to supplement thisreport _ Comments attached ____

Recommendations:

History:

Financial Impact:

Summary:

Attachments:

If consensus is reached on potential Commission Chair and Vice-Chair
positions, recommend to the City Council that those Commissioners be
named to those positions

The Chair of the PREC Commission for 2021/2022 was Matt Johnson. He
was the Vice-Chair and took over that role when Pam Axberg was elected
to City Council in 2021. Chair Johnson has elected to step down from his
chair position, and we will be seeking a new chair.

The Vice-Chair for 2021-2022 was Michael Spooner. He has offered to
remain Vice Chair for 2022-2023

None

On a yearly basis, the Commission must choose a Chair and Vice-Chair. The
Chair leads the meetings and presents to the Council when requested. The
Vice-Chair serves in that capacity if the Chair is unable to serve. The length
of service is May through the following April.

None

fonafpfons—

Jennifer Fink, CPRP

Director of Parks and Recreation




	2022.04.06 PREC Agenda
	2022.03.02 PREC Minutes
	MINUTES
	Parks, Recreation and Environmental Commission
	March 2, 2022 City Hall

	Council Chambers 6:30 p.m.
	Members Present: Commissioners Pauline Alfors, Gary Bank, Kristin Hicks, Amelia Kuiper, Matt Johnson (Chair), Julia O’Rourke, Lara Sokol-Kraft, and Michael Spooner.
	Members Absent: Commissioner Charles Warner.
	Also Present: Director Jennifer Fink; Candace Amberg with WSB; and Council Member Emily Dunsworth.
	Motion by Alfors, seconded by Bank to approve the agenda as presented.  A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried 8-0.
	Motion by O’Rourke, seconded by Hicks to approve the February 2, 2022 minutes as presented.  A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried 7-0-1 (Chair Johnson abstained).
	A. Lions Park Splash Pad
	Director Fink and shared an update on the site plan for Lions Park and potential concepts for a splash pad.  She reviewed an aerial of Lions Park noting the railroad was planning to put up a fence for safety purposes and noted this could impact future...
	Discussion included:
	 The Commission asked if the pond within Lions Park was fenced and it was noted the pond was not fenced, nor would it be fenced going forward.
	 The group held a discussion on potential engagement opportunities with the public for this project.
	 The Commission recommended shade options be considered near the playground and within the splash pad.
	 It was noted all options would be ADA accessible.
	 The different themes that could be chosen for the splash pad were described. The Commission supported the natural option because it would fit in with the natural surroundings within the park and would be a unique splash pad for the community.
	 Staff anticipated the splash pad could be installed late this fall or early next spring.
	 The Commission requested staff reach out to the public to see what their feedback would be regarding the splash pad.
	B. Totem Pole Park Project
	Director Fink shared an update on the Totem Pole Park project. She reported staff would be applying for a grant for $300,000 for this park. She reviewed the potential site plans for Totem Pole Park which included an open air picnic shelter with perman...
	Discussion included:
	 The Commission asked if the plan was to tear down the existing building at the park.  Staff noted this was the case.
	 The benefits of having intergenerational sporting options at this park was discussed.
	 The Commission recommended staff reconnect with the neighborhood in order to make them aware of what is coming at Totem Pole Park.
	 The name of this park was discussed and staff noted a scout in the community recreated the original totem pole that was onsite.
	 The Commission asked what the timeline was for this project. Staff indicated the project would be completed by the fall of 2023.
	Motion by Bank, seconded by Sokol-Kraft to recommend the City Council move forward with the site plan for Totem Pole Park as indicated for application to the MnDNR.   A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried 8-0.
	C. Sunny Square Park Project
	Director Fink shared an update on the Sunny Square Park project. She reviewed the potential site plans for Sunny Square Park which included an open air picnic shelter with permanent restrooms or a medium sized neighborhood center.  In addition, ballfi...
	Discussion included:
	 The Commission supported this park having an open air shelter versus a neighborhood center.
	 The Commission commented on the value of the bike fixing stations. Staff explained these were typically located on or near regional trails because they have higher traffic.
	 The Commission appreciated the new design for this park stating it was well thought out and would have better function.
	 The timeline for this project was reviewed with the Commission and it was noted construction would begin in August of this year with the park being completed later this year.

	V_A_No Mow May
	V_B_Chair and Vice Chair

